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Niall McLaughlin Architects
matenals respond to the varied
building stock at Jesus College
Cambridge's West Court

miall Molaughlin Architects won the
comperition for the development of Jesus
Cotlege Cambridges West Court in 2014,
The site had been recently bought back by
and consisted of fand it had
22 and buildings that posedate
the sale, The masterplan constituted three
phases, of which phase one, completed in
April 2017, sought to create a new hiearn for
the college within us historic foptprnt.
Phase two will provide a purposebuilt 300-
seat auditorium and phase theee will have
archivie and gallery space, student
accommodation and sports facilities

e first phase was delivensd in
seqjuential pares over eighteen months
It invelved the refurbishment and

extension-of the grade two-listed Weblb
Butlding, built in the 19205 as a training
college for Methodist ministers. The
Butlding is set amound a courtyvard and
provides oflices, social spaces and student
accommbdation. A new cafe pavilion and
basement bar extends the building's north
elevation and provides a prominent link to
the rest of the college,

On s =outh side and addressing the cty,
the 1970s Rank Building completes the
courtyird at West Court and has been
refaced, refurbished and convened o
provide a 160-seat lecture theatre with
research facilities, teaching spaces and two
floors of visiter accommuxdation, It houses
the [ntellectual Forum research centre.
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Linking the two existing buildings, a new
entrance building on Jesus Lane houses
conference facilities and serves the lecture
theatre, research spaces and an exhibition
roam. It provides public access 1o West Court
and will connect to future phases of the
development.

The architect's desipns responded o the
varicty of building stock and site conditions,
ang the wide mnge of construction types.
from renovation to new build. The
lightweight glazed timber pergola of the cafe
pavilion contrasts with the substantial brick
and oak entrance building, which differs
again from the balconies and profiled stone
wills of the remodelled Eank Building. There
wits limited opportunity for repetitive
detailing, Instead the various elements across
the site were unified through a consistent
palette of high-gquality materials including
oak, ash, stone, brick and quarry tiles, all
chosen to suit the historic setting.
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